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News from Drynet

Drynet is a project of 14 organisations from all over the world. They work together to combat land degradation

Drynet Update

Welcome to the seventh issue of “News from
Drynet’a newsletter from the Drynet
network on global concerns for drylands
from local perspectives.This issue is
committed to analysing our achievements
over the last three years and our plans for
the future. As a thematic highlight we want
to introduce the topic of livestock keeping
and mobile pastoralist in the drylands of the
world.

As has been mentioned in previous issues of
this newsletter Drynet was initially set up as
a three year project mainly supported by
the European Union and the Global
Mechanism.With this official project phase
of the Drynet network now drawing to an
end, the members are presently involved in
assessing the results, achievements and
impacts of their work over the past three
years. During this process of evaluation the
benefits and strengths of the network for
the individual partners as well as for the
communities and the global arena were
perceived as being so positive that a
continuation and prolongation of the
Drynet network and its activities became
very desirous.

In order to jointly map all of our

achievements and come to a clear
understanding on what the follow-up of
these should be, Drynet organised its Third
Annual Meeting beginning of November in
Rome, Italy. The meeting was divided in two
main parts, an internal meeting to strategise
on the path ahead and a two-day external
meeting to which we invited key
stakeholders involved in dryland issues and
possible strategic partners for future
cooperation.This meeting was held at the
IFAD building and a number of their staff was
able to join us and give valuable input.
Further crucial discussions were aided by the
presence of amongst others colleagues from
the Global Mechanism, the FAQ, the
European Commission, Swiss and French
country delegates and of the International
Land Coalition (ILC) and DesertNet. Drynet
presented its work of the past years and
mapped out the three main areas on which

“The Drynet team and some of its strategic
partners during the Third Annual Meeting
in November 2009, Rome, ltaly”



the network wants its focus to be in the
coming years. Drynet firstly wants to present
itself as a focal point and knowledge hub for
local and traditional knowledge related to
drylands and land degradation, meaning to
act as a nexus between local communities
and as well policy makers as maybe even
more crucially the scientific community. This
could help local knowledge getting the
attention that it deserves but also opening
channels of information flows both ways,
trying to get the scientific advances applied
where they are most needed. Secondly
Drynet wants to continue to strengthen the
national stakeholder platforms it has
initiated in the past few years in order to
create stable and reliable partners for the
national as well as international dialogue
between at least communities and
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politicians. And this will feed into the last
focus area namely trying to further increase
local communities and CSOs input at the
international arena.The present situation
proves that this is more necessary than ever
to continue to bring local voices to that level
and much more work needs to be done in
order to achieve truly participatory

processes.

The interactive meeting proved very
valuable for our plans for the future and
strong commitments were made to
collaborate on our future endeavours,
financially as well as in material support and
in the forming of important alliances and
strategic cooperation. Drynet, together with
some of these partners, will actively look for
more partnerships and allies in the coming
months.

Bio-cultural Community Protocols:
A tool for strengthening livestock

keeping communities

Especially in drylands, livestock keepers have
stewarded animal genetic resources for food
and agriculture for millennia and developed
breeds which are optimally adapted to the
rigorous demands of their eco-systems.
These animals are able to cope with periodic
droughts and are also an extremely valuable
asset in adapting to climate change which
the high yielding breeds developed by
scientists are not.The role of indigenous
livestock keepers and their traditional
knowledge in conserving breeds is

recognized by the Global Plan of Action on

Animal Genetic Resources and has been
elaborated upon in a recent FAO publication
(FAQ, 2009). Furthermore, the UN Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD) also commits
signatory countries to support in-situ
conservation and to respect and preserve
the traditional knowledge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and local
communities. Despite these international
agreements, the in-situ conservation of
pastoralists and other communities rarely
receives the support it deserves and most
conservation efforts focus on ex-situ

While all the members and in particular the
Steering Committee is still very busy
working out the details of what the next
phase of our Drynet work will look like we
are now confident in saying that our work
and combined effort will continue. Drynet's
focus remains to combat the globally felt
effects of desertification and our
commitment to better the lives of those
effected by climate change, drought and
land degradation is stronger and more
determined than ever.Thank you for your
continued attention and participation over
the last three years and we as a network are
looking forward to future cooperation with

you and your organisations.

By Drynet partner: Both ENDS, the
Netherlands - drynet@bothends.org

“Pastoralist in India.”

approaches in the form of deep frozen
semen or on government farms. Equally of
concern, livestock keepers are rarely even
aware of their rights under the UN-CBD
and other international and national legal
frameworks.

This is where Bio-cultural Community
Protocols (BCPs) come in as a very
important tool for communities to
become aware of and invoke their rights.
By establishing a BCP, a community puts
on record its traditional knowledge and
the genetic resources that it has been
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